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Athens, 14-02-2003

PRESS RELEASE
Official presentation of the web service "CORDIS – Greek Council Presidency"
Greek Research, Technological Development and Innovation on the Web 
The Greek CORDIS web service (www.cordis.lu/greece) for Research, Technological Development and Innovation was officially presented at a press conference, on Thursday 13 February 2003, in Athens. The CORDIS Greek Council Presidency R&D and Innovation Information Service, redesigned and operational since 1st January 2003, has been developed and supported jointly by the Greek National Documentation Centre (EKT) and CORDIS, the Community R&D Information Service. 

The web service aims at a comprehensive and timely coverage of the activities in the aforementioned area during the Greek Presidency. The web service is available in both Greek and English and is being updated on a weekly basis. It should be mentioned that during the first month of its operation, the redesigned Greek web service had the highest number of visits out of all the EU member states’ services. 

During the press conference, the General Secretary of Research and Technology, Dimitris Deniozos, mentioned that the Greek CORDIS web service is the main source of information for research and business communities in the area of research and technology, both at national and European level. This initiative corresponds to the citizens’ need for web information and supports the development of collaborations in the framework of European programmes. 

The director of EKT, Evangelos Bouboukas, underlined that CORDIS is a particularly successful initiative of the European Commission for the systematic delivery of electronic information for Europe’ s citizens. It was also stressed that the redesigned web service for the Greek Presidency operated on time, full of content related to the activities of the Greek Presidency in the area of Research and Technology. 

The representatives of CORDIS, Virginia Mercuri and Christina Papoulia, mentioned that CORDIS strongly emphasizes the dynamic classification of information, based on the interest and the needs of the users. Within this framework, the CORDIS national web services have been developed with up-to-date information and efficient dissemination of information at national level as its goal. 

The eight basic sections of CORDIS cover a wide range of issues related to research, technology and innovation. Emphasis is given on the activities of the Greek Presidency and the 6th Framework Programme for research, whose first calls for proposals were announced in December 2002. 

In his welcome, in the homepage of Greek CORDIS web service, the Greek Minister of Development, A. Tsohatzopoulos, refers to the objectives and the challenges of the Greek Presidency for the achievement of the Lisbon European Council goal of the EU becoming the most competitive knowledge-based economy in the world by 2010. As key challenges for the Greek Presidency, A. Tsohatzopoulos highlights the enlargement of the EU and the participation of the new countries in the European Research Area, the increase in research investment and the political agreement on a common European patenting system.

The first section of the web service presents the priorities of the Greek Presidency in the area of Research, Technology and Innovation. The section "Presidency News" covers the latest news regarding the issues addressed by the Competitiveness Council, including speeches and interviews. A third section provides information for events of the Greek Presidency in the aforementioned areas. 

The "R&D and innovation in Greece" section contains an overview of the national R&D and Innovation system and activities including the relevant objectives and strategies, the national programmes, Science and Technology indicators, etc. 

Information on the developments of the 6th Framework Programme, which constitutes an important instrument in the establishment of the ERA, is provided in the fifth section. 

"Greek Participation in EU R&D and Innovation" is the section that outlines Greece's track record of participation in EU-funded research, with emphasis on current involvement in the Framework Programmes. Moreover, this section reports on the exploitable results and technological offers arising from Greek participation in the Framework Programmes, with further information and links related to other European programmes. 

The section "Contacts" provides a list of relevant contacts in Greece including EU research programme delegates and National Contact Points (NCPs) for the Sixth Framework Programme, the Innovation Relay Centres, as well as R&D and Innovation policy developers and performers. 

The "Links" section includes interesting links related to R&D and Innovation information sources in Greece and in Europe, as well as access to key sites concerning the Greek public sector, higher education institutions, regional authorities and the sectors of Business, the Economy and the Information Society. 

The homepage provides access to three more sections. The "Spotlights" section features profiles, case studies and success stories of innovative projects and initiatives, representative of the Greek research, development and innovation system and of developments towards the Information Society. The "R&D News" section gives an overview of important R&D-related news in Greece. The section "R&D Events" informs on forthcoming events in Greece. 
For further information, please contact:

National Documentation Centre (EKT)
Mr Margaritis Proedrou
48, Vas. Constantinou Ave., GR-116 35 Athens
Tel.: +30210 7273966, Fax: +30210 7246824
e-mail: cordis@ekt.gr
http://www.cordis.lu/greece
� EMBED Photoshop.Image.5 \s ���





� EMBED Photoshop.Image.5 \s ���








ΝATIONAL DOCUMENTATION CENTRE/NHRF, 48 VAS. CONSTANTINOU, 11635 ATHENS, GREECE 

Tel: +30210 7273900-3, Fax: +30210 7246824, E-mail: ekt@ekt.gr, URL: http://www.ekt.gr 


[image: image3.png]EONIKO KENTPO
TEKMHPIQIHE

NATIONAL
DOCUMENTATION
CENTRE



_983007280.psd

