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Objectives

net4society is a network of National Contact Points for Socio – 
economic Sciences and Humanities (SSH) 

in the European Commission’s 7th Framework Programme 

“crossing borders”

net4society is a learning network
– by reaching out across borders, 

each SSH NCP will gain full and 
easy access to all the essential 
tools of the trade:  information 
sources,  training, workshops and 
good practice



Activities

PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT

NETWORKING

CAPACITY 
BUILDING

PROMOTION & 
PARTNER 
SEARCH
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Networking

Best Practice Handbook 

The objective of the SSH NCP Best Practice Handbook is to give all 
SSH NCPs a tool to help improve the quality of their work 
procedures in regard to NCP support services and information 
activities, as laid out in the FP7 "NCP Guiding Principles.“

The handbook will give concrete, easy-to-follow best practice 
examples, in order to facilitate the adaptation into actual NCP 
working procedures, a detailed description of best practice in the 
areas of information and awareness raising as well as consulting, 
assistance and training. 

Best Practice Handbook includes:
Organisation and structure of information meetings & training
activities for applicants 
Quality, variety and number of NCP publications
Partner search activities

The first draft is available!



Workshops
Face-to-face exchange, 
to learn from each other, 

to push the network forward

Topics covered:

Quality improvement: Definition, roadmap, visions/goals 
Best practice presentation 
Online-tools training: internal web-site, partner search, research 

directory, brokerage planning 
Targeted issues: Clarification of difficult, but frequently asked questions 
Policy Context / Work programme: Background on the context of a call 
Networking the networks
Bottom-up: arising needs 

Networking



Networking

Networking the networks

Cooperation and synergy with other networks and EU-projects:

Thematic NCP networks:
Science in Society, HEALTH, FOOD,

Environment, Energy and Security
ICPC: INCO, INCO-NETs, NIPs, 

and FP7- Representatives in ICPC

Two-pronged approach:
“Think wider” - inform SSH NCPs on the other thematic areas of 
relevance to SSH (“Opportunities”)
“Think deeper” – meet with other thematic NCP networks to promote SSH 
research participation in other projects and assess areas of future practical 
cooperation (joint trainings, brokerage events, partner search tools)



Networking

3rd Countries Task Force
Contact and cooperation with different regions:

Africa, Asia, Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), 
Middle-East, North- and South America 

Contact with regional and 
transnational organisations

Identifying potential contact 
points in ICPC and 3rd countries

A closer contact with 3rd

countries experts

Research directory open to 
ICPC countries
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Capacity Building

Assessment of good practice and training needs 

Provides net4society with a solid information base on :

Good practice identification

Best practice Handbook

Content elaboration and fine-tuning of the 
net4society trainings

Identification of the on-the-job training 
needs

Selection of trainees and mentees
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Capacity Building

Trainings
Custom-made learning on:

Financial, administrative & legal issues
Proposal preparation: ethical issues
and proposal submission
Tools for dissemination activities
for FP7 promotion
Event organisation: trainings, seminars, 
workshops and
brokerage events
Influencing WP preparation and decision making
Consortium building and SMEs
Train-the-trainers: state-of-the-art training 
methodology
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Capacity Building

On-the-job training / mentoring visits
• Mentor – Mentee – Relationship = Mentorship
• Mentorship refers to a developmental relationship 

between a more experienced mentor offering guidance 
to a less experienced partner (mentee).

• In Net4Society each participant brings in different 
experiences and knowledge, therefore the lines 
between mentor and mentee are often blurred.  
Nevertheless each Mentor in this project has several 
years relevant work experience.

• 18 Mentoring Visits will be organised in 
NET4SOCIETY, each lasting for 3 days.

• The first 6 mentoring visits organized in 2008, were 
regarded very highly by both the mentees and the 
mentors
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Promotion & Partner Search

Website 
www.NET4SOCIETY.eu
A web platform dedicated 

to communication, discussion 
and documentation on SSH: 

Contains:
net4society general information
net4society documents & events information
Links to the national SSH NCPs
Links to Commission services: SSH thematic pages, calls, events
European Commission documents of key SSH relevance
SSH Frequently Asked Questions
Partner search support service and a link to CORDIS database
SSH Research directory: On-line searchable directory of SSH research 
organisations

http://www.net4society.eu/


Promotion & Partner Search
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Promotion & Partner Search

Partner Search Support
Find  partners for your project via the

network of SSH NCPs or post your project
in one or all 41 countries

net4society offers you a Partner Search Form (to be found on our 
website) to facilitate the search for SSH project partners.

net4society aims to establish an efficient, high-quality online Partner 
Search tool, where you can post and look for project ideas.

The necessary specifications have been elaborated, an 
implementation plan will follow in the near future
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Promotion & Partner Search

Brokerage events

Facilitates the networking and international research collaborations

First-hand information from the FP7 experts on 
work programmes and calls

Meet other European colleagues to exchange 
project ideas and initiate new project consortia

Meet with key players and project coordinators 
of running FP projects

Share experiences with experts: experienced 
coordinators, evaluators, researchers with project 
ideas 

Learn further about FP7 proposal preparation 
and evaluation criteria
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Promotion & Partner Search

Research Directory

Online directory for SSH research organisations is focused on:

A common online catalogue of organisations interested in 
participating in SSH research
Quality check procedures will assure high standards of profiles
Promotion the catalogue in all participating countries
One-stop-shop for coordinators looking for experienced and 
interested partners
Research directory open to ICPC: ICPC countries/NCPs are invited 
to include information 



Promotion & Partner Search

What can we offer
researchers?

Brokerage events

Partner search service

Database of SSH organisations

“Opportunities” – funding opportunities in other thematic areas

Website - the researchers can find relevant links to SSH services, 
key SSH  documents, the NCPs of all partner countries

AND: a functional network



Promotion & Partner Search

What can we offer to the stakeholders?
Opportunities of networking
Promote national SSH communities through the research directory
Help researchers to collaborate at an international level, and to find 
international partners through the partner search service and 
brokerage events

Who are the stakeholders?
Ministry departments

Policy actors

Union trade representatives

Industry associations



Partner Countries
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Network – 41 Partners

Greek SSH NCP: 
Henry Scott

National Documentation Centre, EKT, 
Vas. Konstantinou 48, 
Athens, 11635, Greece 

phone: +30 210 727 3926 
fax: +30 210 724 6824 
email: hscott@ekt.gr

Alternate Greek SSH NCP:
Maria Samara

National Documentation Centre, EKT, 
Vas. Konstantinou 48, 
Athens, 11635, Greece 

phone: +30 210 727 3904 
fax: +30 210 724 6824 
email: samara@ekt.gr

The net4society Network is 
at your disposal !

mailto:hscott@ekt.gr
mailto:samara@ekt.gr
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