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Abstract

The  Government of Romania  have been concerned with  adopting  the specific measures  and  with  carrying out  the  actions  leading to  the  introduction  of the  Information Society  and, to this very purpose,  they follow  the  attainment  of the  Objectives  listed in the eEurope+  Plan of  Actions.

To make  all these actions  be consistent and  run, the Government  drew  up  several high significance programs,  primarily focused  on the following domains:

· Modernisation of  communications

· Development of  the education process

· Promotion of computer literacy with citizens

· Development of e-Commerce and of e-Business

· E-Government

· Encourage start up companies in the  Communications and Information Technology fields

In parallel, Romanian Ministry of  Communications and  Information Technology are  thinking  over  and  discussing  proposals  to enable that  a  law is   passed  to give  effect  and  enforce  the initiatives  in the  field. Legal framework  for e-commerce, data privacy, digital signature, consumer protection, information and infrastructure security, and  computer crime and the necessary provisions for their implementation  are  duely  considered.

This  paper will present specific actions and programmes launched by the Ministry of  Communications and  Information Technology,  addressing the e-Government  domain.

The e-Government programme aims  to build  the strategy  for modernisation of Public Administration,  re-engineer the data flow between Ministries, implement  the infrastructure for Public Administration, develop the Education domain, provide  a single access point to public information, establish multimedia  centres and  points for citizens’ information.

The main action tracks  are the following:

1. “Points of  Electronic Information”  project, of which main goal is to develop  an integrated information system for public administration. Through  these points, people can know more about the State politics, regulations and procedures. “Points of  Electronic Information”  will  be  there  everywhere in public places:  town halls,  social  welfare offices, public libraries,  citizens’ centres, hospitals  and  manpower recruitment offices.  Project  start: March 2001  -Project conclusion: the year 2004.

2. Use of communication and information  technologies in Government departments, viewed as a drive for reform process. Intensive use of  on-line forms, filings and telework.  Efforts  towards making  public data freely  available on-line.

3. Ministerial websites  will facilitate direct access by the public to  speeches, announcements and other problems of public interest, letting them  contact the responsible people  in the Government  departments. The first phase of the “implementation   of the Government infrastructure” project will  cover  the capital city of Bucharest, and the  major city  of each of the Romanian counties, other 200 large cities and other strategic points (customs, state borders, police, etc.). This infrastructure will be the backbone for “e-Government”, to be implemented, for the time being, via pilot projects. Project  start: March 2001- Project conclusion: the year 2004.

4. Other focussed  programmes are:

a. Video conference on the web

b. On-line system for public purchasing

c. On-line referendum

d. Add new capabilities to the information system  on the balance sheet and on the economic agents’ tax liabilities:  to accept  return of income  on web

In conclusion  the paper  will  address and  briefly  discuss the  cluster of actions  set out  by the Romanian Ministry of  Public Administration  in  relation with “e-Administration”  project.  

