Appendix 5 – Special requirements for proposals for Action line IST-2001-VIII.1.6. Extension of existing IST contracts with NAS partners 

Proposals for NAS partnership extensions to action line IST-2001-8.1.6 can only be submitted by projects that already have a contract with the IST programme. Proposals can only be for extension of the running project by incorporating new participants from the NAS countries: Bulgaria, Republic of Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia. One or more NAS partners may be included in the extension. 

The additional participants should clearly add value to the existing projects. The duration of the existing contract should be such that the extension with NAS partners is useful. A minimum duration of at least 1 year from the submission of the proposal for extension until the end date of the existing project is recommended.

Proposals can be submitted for any type of existing projects: Research and Development, Demonstration and Combined projects, Thematic Networks, Accompanying Measures including Take-Up Actions. The type of the proposal is defined by the type of the running project. 

Proposals can be submitted at any time from the opening of the call 15 January, 2001 up to the 28 February, 2002.

Proposals for partnership extension should be submitted by the co-ordinator of the existing project together with the newly incoming participants and all the participants in the existing project. The proposal must address action line IST-2001-8.1.6, and the action line, which the existing project addresses in the key word field.

The proposers should use the appropriate proposal submission forms for the description of the part A of the proposal and the instructions for part B and C for the type of action they apply for. As mentioned above, the type of the proposal is defined by the type of action of the running project.

Part A of the proposal: The proposers should only provide full participant data for the new participants. The co-ordinator needs to fill in the co-ordinators’ section of the proposal submission forms, Part A (i. e. a new A0, A1, A2, A4). Existing participants only need to fill in the participant role, number, organisation legal name, organisation short name and to date and sign the A3 form and make it available to the coordinator (note that the coordinator may sign the proposal on behalf of his partners and does not need to send the signed A3’s, as usual). New participants need to fill in the full participant information (the A3 form). The budget overview should only concern the budget for the extension. It should provide budget figures for all participants in the extension (but not for the existing project). Although the majority of the funding for the extension should be allocated to the incoming NAS partner(s), a small additional financial provision for the participants of the running project may be foreseen for the extension, if properly justified. 

Part B and C of the proposal description: The proposal must follow the instructions for a complete description of part B and part C for the type of proposal concerned (See Appendix 1 above). The description of the proposal for extension must reflect in particular the changes and additions proposed and their added value as compared to the running project. 

· Part B of the proposal: The description of part B does not need to be anonymous for any type of proposal. All sections of Part B need to be addressed. For those sections where there is no change as compared to the running project, this should be clearly noted and no additional description has to be provided. The proposal for extension would normally have an impact at least on the sections on objectives and workplan. In the section “Objectives”, the consortium must clearly describe how  the extension adds value to or extends the objectives. In the section “Workplan”, the consortium must provide the description of the new activities included in the extension. These can either be new workpackages or adding tasks to already existing workpackages. The list of milestones and deliverables for the extension need also be included. 

· Part C of the proposal: All sections of Part C need to be addressed in the proposal for extension. For those sections where there is no change as compared to the running project, this should be clearly noted and no additional description has to be provided. The proposal for extension would normally have an impact at least on the sections “Project management” (i.e., the new management structure), “Description of the consortium” (e.g., complementarity of partners), “Description of the participants” (for the new NAS partners), and economic development and scientific and technological prospects (e.g., exploitation and dissemination). 

For all proposals the Annex I – Description of work - for the existing project must be included together with the budget table for the existing project. 

Evaluation: Proposals for partnership extension will be treated as new proposals in the evaluation. Proposals for extension will be evaluated in the context of the action line to which the existing project is contracted.

Successful proposals will be contracted as amendments to the existing project contract. 

