

Research and innovation 


Objective

These activities are intended to stimulate technological innovation, utilisation of research results, transfer of knowledge and technologies and the setting up of technology businesses in the Community and in all its regions, not least in the less developed areas.  Innovation is also one of the most important elements throughout this Programme. 


Justification of the effort and European added value


Europe's comparatively poor ability to transform the results of research work and scientific and technological breakthroughs into industrial, economic and commercial successes, is one of its most notable weaknesses.  Actions to stimulate business innovation at European level can help to raise the overall level of Europe's performance and increase European capacities in this area, by helping businesses and innovators in their efforts to operate on a European scale and on international markets, and by giving stakeholders in all regions of the Union the benefit of the experience and knowledge acquired in other regions through initiatives undertaken at this level. 


Actions envisaged 


Activities will be carried out under this heading to complement activities relating to innovation included in those carried out under Heading I.


These actions will provide general support to innovation, and will complement national and regional activities, with a view to increasing the coherence of efforts in this area.  They will take the form of support for:


(a)
networking of stakeholders and users in the European innovation system and carrying out analyses and studies in order to promote exchanges of experience and good practice and to engage users better in the innovation process;


(b)
actions to encourage transregional cooperation regarding innovation and support for the setting-up of technology businesses, as well as for the preparation of regional and transregional strategies in this area, including the accession countries; 


(c)
actions to experiment with new tools and new approaches concerning technological innovation addressing in particular critical points in the innovation process;


(d)
establishment or consolidation of information services and in particular electronic services, such as Cordis, and assistance services relating to innovation (technology transfer, protection of intellectual property, access to risk capital); including the activities of innovation relay centres;


(e)
economic and technological intelligence activities (analyses of technological developments, applications and markets and processing and dissemination of information which may help researchers, entrepreneurs, and in particular SMEs, and investors in their decision‑making);

(f) analysis and evaluation of innovation activities carried out in the framework of Community research projects and exploitation of lessons that can be drawn from innovation policies.


Some of these activities will be carried out in liaison with those of the European Investment Bank (EIB) (in particular by means of the European Investment Fund (EIF)) under its "Innovation 2000 Initiative" as well as in coordination with measures taken through the Structural Funds.

Για περισσότερες πληροφορίες (περαιτέρω ανάλυση των ανωτέρω θεματικών προτεραιοτήτων) θα βρείτε στα αντίστοιχο πρόγραμμα εργασίας στην ιστοσελίδα :

http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/innovation.htm
Tην ελληνική έκδοση της απόφαση του Συμβουλίου θα τη βρείτε στο Site : http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/find-doc.htm#council
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