
5.

Food quality and safety




Objective




The activities carried out in this area are intended to help establish the integrated scientific and technological bases needed to develop an environmentally friendly production and distribution chain of safer, healthier and varied food, including sea food and to control food‑related risks, relying in particular on biotechnology tools taking into account the results of post-genomic research, as well as to control health risks associated with environmental changes.




Justification of the effort and European added value




The recent food crises, and in particular bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), have highlighted both the complexity of food safety issues and the fact that in most cases they have international and cross-border implications.



The integration of the European internal market as regards agriculture and food makes it necessary to address the problems that arise in this area, and hence to carry out related research, on a European scale.  It is against this background that the European Food Safety Authority has been established 
.

Citizens and consumers expect that research will help to ensure that the food and products marketed are of high quality, healthy and can be consumed in safety.  To this end, emphasis should be placed on the whole food production chain, "from farm to fork", including, where appropriate, application of animal and plant sciences and biotechnology to this area. Requirements relating to animal welfare and health should be taken into account.

This requires the availability of the most complete, precise and up to date scientific knowledge.  Apart from the public health aspect, the prosperity of a sector representing some EUR 600 billion in terms of annual turnover and 2,6 million jobs is at stake.

Given that small enterprises constitute a major part of the food sector, the success of activities undertaken will rely on the adaptation of knowledge and processes to the specific characteristics of these enterprises.



Europe also needs to be able to make a substantial contribution to the research efforts on these issues, which now arise at world level, as well as a coherent contribution to the international debate on them, based on the most precise and complete knowledge.



The same remarks apply to the various aspects of the problems associated with the health impact of environmental factors (e.g. endocrine disruptors, carcinogens) which are a source of growing concern for European citizens, and which often manifest themselves on an international scale.  For all these reasons, but also in order to derive the benefit of the combination of the best sources of expertise available in complex areas, the research in question should be carried out at European level in such a way as to ensure genuine coordination of national activities.



Actions envisaged


Community activities will cover research, including, where appropriate, post-genomics research, relating to various aspects of the control of health risks and links between health and food:



(a)
safer and environmentally friendly production and processing methods and healthier, nutritious, functional and varied foodstuffs and animal feed, based on systems such as integrated production, lower-input farming including organic agriculture, and the use of plant and animal sciences and biotechnologies;



(b)
epidemiology of food-related diseases and allergies, including the impact of diet on the health of children and methods for the analysis of causes of food‑related allergies;



(c)
impact of food, for instance new products, products resulting from organic farming, functional food, products containing genetically modified organisms and those arising from recent biotechnology developments on health;



(d)
"traceability" processes all along the production chain, for instance relating to genetically modified organisms, including those based on recent biotechnology developments;

(e) methods of analysis, detection and control of chemical contaminants and existing or emerging pathogenic micro-organisms (such as viruses, bacteria, yeasts, fungi, parasites and new agents of the prion type including development of ante-mortem diagnostic tests for BSE and scrapie);




(f)

impact of animal feed, including products containing genetically modified organisms and the use of sub-products of different origins for that feed, on human health;

(f) environmental health risks linked to the food-chain (chemical, biological and physical), and combined exposures of authorised substances, including impact of local environmental disasters and pollution on the safety of foodstuffs, with emphasis being placed on cumulative risks, transmission routes to human beings, long-term effects and exposure to small doses, as well as the impact on particularly sensitive groups, and especially children.

Για περισσότερες πληροφορίες (περαιτέρω ανάλυση των ανωτέρω θεματικών προτεραιοτήτων) θα βρείτε στα αντίστοιχο πρόγραμμα εργασίας στην ιστοσελίδα :

http://www.cordis.lu/food/home.html
Tην ελληνική έκδοση της απόφαση του Συμβουλίου θα τη βρείτε στο Site : http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/find-doc.htm#council
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