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Brussels, 5 October 2000

&RPPLVVLRQ� VXSSRUWV� XSJUDGH� RI� 7UDQV�(XURSHDQ
,QWHUQHW� UHVHDUFK� QHWZRUN� WKURXJK� ��� PLOOLRQ� HXUR
*e$17�SURMHFW

7KH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�KDV�DJUHHG�WR�VLJQ�D����PLOOLRQ�HXUR�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK
WKH�*e$17�&RQVRUWLXP�� WR�SXW� LQ�SODFH�D� ���*ELW�V� WUDQV�(XURSHDQ� ,QWHUQHW
EDFNERQH� IRU� UHVHDUFK� SXUSRVHV�� 7KLV� UHSUHVHQWV� D� PDMRU� VWHS� LQ� WKH
SUDFWLFDO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�H(XURSH�DFWLRQ�SODQ�DQG�PDUNV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW
PRYH� LQ�(XURSH¶V�HYROXWLRQ�WRZDUGV� ,QWHUQHW� ,,��:LWK�*e$17�KDYLQJ�DOUHDG\
ODXQFKHG�LWV�WHQGHULQJ�SURFHVV�WR�SURFXUH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FDSDFLW\�DQG�SRLQWV
RI� SUHVHQFH� LQ� ��� FRXQWULHV�� DOO� LV� QRZ� LQ� SODFH� IRU� QHWZRUN� RSHUDWLRQV� WR
EHJLQ�HDUO\�LQ�������$GGLWLRQDO�PRYHV�WR�H[WHQG�WKHVH�KLJK�VSHHG�OLQNV�IURP
(XURSH� WR� WKH� UHVHDUFK� EDFNERQHV� RI� WKH� 86$� DQG� $VLDQ� UHJLRQV� DUH
IRUHVHHQ�DW�ODWHU�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�

Mr Erkki Liikanen, Commissioner responsible for Enterprise and the Information
Society, said:�”The adoption of GÉANT by the Commission is a clear demonstration
that implementation of e-Europe is running to schedule. The ambition of the Feira
European Council to evolve European research networks to 100 Gbit/s or more in
the near future represents a further 40-fold increase in capacity: the real issue will be
the impetus that this can bring to the research community of Europe in a cost
efficient way.”

GÉANT will increase the geographic coverage of Europe’s internet backbone from
24 to 30 countries, and increase its capacity by a factor of 16 times to that provided
by the previous 155Mbit/s technology. Such a European development will be in a
position to match, and to complement developments taking place at national levels.
By offering a guaranteed quality of service, GÉANT seeks to encourage the
emergence of new applications amongst the research community. This will also
enlarge the scope of research disciplines that can rely on such a network, to support
their own needs and goals.

In Europe, state of the art Internet connections amongst leading centres of research
(including those of the accession countries) is seen as a pre-requisite for increased
scientific collaboration and as such, is considered to be an essential foundation for
the creation of a European Research Area.

In recognising GÉANT as an important step forward, Europe’s Research Council
meeting in Luxembourg on 15th June 2000 has underlined the importance of
continuing to upgrade the European Internet backbone.  With this in mind the
Council has already invited the Commission to present initiatives for further upgrades
of capacity to the order of 100Gbit/s.

Research co-operation is becoming an increasingly global activity. There are
equivalent Internet II initiatives to GÉANT in North America (Abilene and CAnet) and
in the Asia Pacific region (e.g. SINET in Japan, KOREN in Korea and SingAREN in
Singapore). GÉANT will optimise its interconnection with other world regions by
focussing on the management of Global connectivity.


